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IRS-APPROVED IRIS TRANSMITTER FOR TAX YEAR 2026

About 1099FIRE

1099FIRE is an IRS-approved IRIS transmitter with validated TCC credentials. We provide end-to-end
information return filing services so your organization can file through IRIS without needing to obtain your own
TCC, build XML infrastructure, or manage the submission lifecycle in-house. Visit 1099fire.com to get started.

What This Document Covers
* What FIRE and IRIS are, why the IRS is switching between them, and what that means if you file your own
1099s
+ How filing used to work, and why off-the-shelf software fit the old system but not the new one
* The two ways to file through IRIS: the Taxpayer Portal and automated A2A
»  Why obtaining your own IRS authorization (a TCC) is now a real project with a calendar

» Your two options for the 2026 season, including the cases where filing yourself is the right call
Key Takeaway

For tax year 2026 (returns filed in early 2027), IRIS becomes the only electronic system the IRS will accept for
information returns like the 1099 series. The legacy FIRE system is being retired, and with it the setup that let
inexpensive filing software send returns on your behalf with minimal fuss.

You have always needed your own authorization from the IRS to file, under FIRE just as under IRIS, so that part
has not changed. What changed is how much work that authorization now takes, and the fact that the simple “buy
software, upload a file” path no longer has anywhere to plug in. This document explains why, and lays out your
two practical choices: we file for you as an IRS-approved transmitter, or you file your own returns through the IRS
Taxpayer Portal.

Section 1: The FIRE-to-IRIS Transition

1.1 What FIRE and IRIS Are

FIRE stands for Filing Information Returns Electronically, the IRS system that businesses have used for years to
file 1099s and similar forms. IRIS, the Information Returns Intake System, is its replacement. The underlying rule
has not changed: any business filing 10 or more information returns of any type in a year must file them
electronically. For the 2026 season, that means filing through IRIS.

s® Key Dates

On July 21, 2026, the IRS stopped accepting applications for FIRE Transmitter Control Codes.

After January 1, 2027, IRIS is the only electronic system for information returns, including current-year, prior-
year, and corrections.
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1.2 How Filing Used to Work, and Why Off-the-Shelf Software Fit the Old System but Not
the New One

To see why software stopped making sense, it helps to see how the old FIRE model was put together. The work
split into three clean pieces, and each belonged to a different party:

The software made a file. You imported your data from Excel, and the software turned it into the exact file format
the IRS wanted. It could do this entirely on your own PC, offline, with no connection to the IRS at all.

You held the credential. Your own authorization code, called a TCC, identified you to the IRS. The software
never needed it. You did.

You did the sending. You logged into the FIRE website yourself, found your file, and uploaded it. A person, a
browser, an upload button.

That split is the whole reason desktop filing software worked as a product. The software had one narrow job,
formatting a file correctly, and everything that touched the IRS happened in your own web browser, under your

own login. IRIS does not work this way, and that single change is what pulled the ground out from under self-
install software.

1.3 What Changed Under IRIS

Under IRIS, two things changed at once. First, the simple upload step that filing software depended on no longer
exists in the same form. Second, getting and keeping your own IRS authorization turned into a genuine project.
The rest of this document walks through both, starting with the two ways IRIS accepts returns.

Section 2: The Two IRIS Filing Methods

2.1 Portal vs. A2A

Once you are authorized, IRIS gives you two ways to file, and they are aimed at very different users. The
requirements are not close.

Method Description What It Requires ‘

A free page on the IRS website. You type

each return in by hand, or upload a CSV

file using a template you download after Your own TCC, an EIN, a Responsible
logging in. Suited to lower volumes: 250 Official, and ID.me identity verification.
records per file, and bulk corrections are

not supported.

Taxpayer Portal

A2A (Application-

to-Application) An automated, computer-to-computer Everything the Portal requires, plus a

connection straight to the IRS. No record digital security certificate, an encrypted
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limit, and this is the channel filing software connection, and IRS assurance testing
would use. before you go live, renewed every year.

2.2 Why Neither One Fits Off-the-Shelf Software

This is the heart of it. Under FIRE, software formatted your file and you uploaded it yourself. Under IRIS, look at
what each method asks of you.

The Portal is a website, not a file drop. A program on your PC cannot log in as you, click submit for you, or
collect the responses the IRS sends back. The most it could do is write a CSV in the right shape, after which you
still open a browser, sign in, and upload it by hand. And with 250 records per file, a business with 4,000 recipients
is doing sixteen separate uploads, then keying in every correction one at a time. That is exactly the slow,
repetitive work software was supposed to remove.

A2A is not something you install. A2A is real infrastructure: IRS-issued credentials tied to your organization, a
certification you must pass before you can send anything live, technical file formats the IRS updates every year,
and logic to cope with the IRS throttling traffic at the busiest point in January. A vendor can build and run all of
that, which is what a transmitter is, but it cannot be handed to you in a box to run under your own login.

Selling a product you install and run would mean putting all of that A2A machinery, the certificate, the
authorization, and the yearly testing, onto every single customer. Our own approval covers our connection, not
yours, so each business would still have to complete those steps itself. It also changes who you call when
something breaks: a certificate error or a failed test tends to land on us rather than the IRS, and we would rather
do the filing properly than sell a tool that leaves you stuck.

Section 3: Getting Your Own TCC Is Now a Project

A TCC is a Transmitter Control Code, the authorization that tells the IRS who is sending a filing. Under FIRE,
getting one was close to a formality: you applied once and typed the code into a website. Under IRIS, that same
credential became a multi-step process with real lead time. If you plan to file yourself, here is what is now
involved:

Your old FIRE code does not carry over. An existing FIRE TCC is not migrated or honored. You apply for a
brand-new IRIS TCC from scratch, and the Portal and A2A each require their own.

Two Responsible Officials personally verified. The application needs at least two responsible officials, each
providing a Social Security or ITIN number, date of birth, and contact details, and each holding a verified ID.me
account.

Plan for 45 days or more. The IRS states at least 45 days to process an application, and that is the floor, not the
worst case. An application you start in the fall is not a plan for a January deadline.

You must classify yourself correctly. You must declare whether you are an Issuer, filing only for your own
business, or a Transmitter, filing for others too. Getting this wrong means starting the application over.

None of this is impossible, and for some filers it is still the right choice. But it is a project with a calendar, not a
checkbox, and it is worth knowing before the busy season starts. One more timing note: as of July 21, 2026 the
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IRS stopped accepting new FIRE TCC applications altogether, so the old credential is no longer even available to
new filers.

Section 4: Your Two Options for 2026

That leaves two practical ways to file this season: we file on your behalf as an approved transmitter, or you file
your own returns through the IRS Taxpayer Portal. The table shows what each one asks of you.

‘ File Through 1099FIRE File Yourself (IRS Portal)
Your own IRS authorization (TCC) Not needed Required
ID.me verification & suitability review Not needed Required (45+ days)
Building & formatting the file We handle it Your responsibility
Entering / uploading each return We handle it Manual, 250 per file
Handling corrections We handle it Keyed in by hand
Who answers your questions Our support team The IRS help desk
Time to first filing Hours (not days) Weeks to months

@ The Bottom Line

File through the Portal yourself and the IRS authorization and year-round upkeep are on you.
File through us and they are not. That is why we have moved from selling software to filing on your behalf.

Section 5: When You Genuinely Do Not Need Us

We would rather be straight with you than oversell this. Filing under your own TCC has not become impossible,
and there are two cases where hiring anyone, including us, does not make sense:

You file just a handful of returns. If you have a dozen 1099-NECs, use the IRIS Taxpayer Portal. It is free, you
can type the returns in directly, and you can download recipient copies from the Submitted Forms area. You do
not need software and you do not need us; the IRS built the Portal for exactly this. The one trade-off is that your
support desk is the IRS, which is generally slower and less responsive than a third-party transmitter.

You have an IT team and real volume. Large organizations are building A2A into their own systems. If you have
developers, a budget for certification, and someone who will own the yearly schema updates, that is a legitimate
path.

What has quietly disappeared is the middle: the business with a few hundred or a few thousand returns, too big
for 250-record uploads and hand-keyed corrections, but nowhere near large enough to justify building and
certifying its own IRS connection. That filer used to be served perfectly by desktop software and its own TCC.
There is no longer a channel for that product to plug into, and that is the gap we fill.
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Section 6: How Filing With Us Works

Our job is to make technically complex steps in the middle invisible to you, while keeping you in full control of
what gets filed. Here is the process from start to finish.

Getting started: quote, payment, and portal access. You request a quote for the filing you need. Once you
accept it and make payment arrangements, we set up your access to our secure client portal, where the rest of
the process takes place.

Step 1: Data preparation and upload. You organize your recipient information using our spreadsheet template
and upload it through your secure client portal. How much work this takes depends on your current records and
the systems you pull from, so we help you understand what the template needs up front, rather than leaving you
to discover format requirements midway through.

Step 2: Validation. Our system checks your file for formatting problems, missing information, and anything likely
to cause an IRS rejection. Issues are explained in plain English, so you know exactly what needs correcting and
why.

Step 3: Your review and approval. Once your data passes validation, we generate a PDF showing every form
that will be e-filed. You see exactly what your recipients will receive (our secure mail house can send mailings on
your behalf optional add-on service) and what goes to the IRS before anything is submitted. Nothing moves
forward without your sign-off.

Step 4: Submission. After your approval, we convert your data into the format IRIS requires and transmit the
filing electronically over our authorized IRS connection.

Step 5: Results. The IRS responds, and we give you a plain-English summary of what was accepted and
anything that needs attention.

Throughout, you remain responsible for the accuracy of the names and TINs you provide, since the IRS assesses
any mismatch against you as the payer. You can run IRS TIN matching (an optional add-on service) on your data
before submission to catch mismatches early and reduce the risk of B-Notices and penalties.

One thing worth knowing about any transmitter, us included: only the transmitter can communicate with the IRS
about your filing, so you should always receive a copy of the records in each submission, the Receipt ID, and the
IRS acknowledgement with its status and any errors. We provide all three as a matter of course, and it is a fair
question to ask of anyone who files for you.

s® Key Filing Deadlines
Most Forms 1099-NEC are due to recipients and the IRS by January 31, 2027.

Other 1099 forms are generally due to recipients by January 31, 2027 and to the IRS by March 31, 2027 when
filed electronically.
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k. Still Weighing It Up?

If you are not sure which option fits your form types and volumes, tell us what you file and we will give you a
straight answer, including if that answer is that you do not need us.

Call one of our experts at (480) 706-6474 or email info@1099FIRE.com.

Disclaimer

This document is provided for general informational purposes only and does not constitute legal, tax, or accounting advice.
IRS systems, deadlines, record limits, and requirements are set by the IRS and subject to change. For current details, see IRS

Publications 5717, 5718, and 5719, confirm requirements at IRS.gov/iris, and consult a qualified tax professional regarding
your specific filing obligations.
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